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The Overlook Hospital Auxiliary is pleased to 

announce the 2010 Auxiliary Annual Spring Luncheon 

on Friday, May 14th at Canoe Brook Country Club.  

Doors will open at 11:00 a.m. offering plenty of time to 

enjoy the very popular Basket Raffle. Lunch will be 

served at noon.  The event is open to the public and 

ñadvance tickets onlyò are $45 per person. 

 

This year our guest speaker will be Coleen Christian 

Burke.  Ms. Burke is the author of the soon to be 

published book ñHAVE A WHITEHOUSE CHRISTMAS.ò 

The book is a how-to decorating guide that teaches 

readers ways they can bring the decorating styles of the 

First Ladies into their own homes.  The book 

showcases exclusive, never before seen White House 

photos of our First Families as they celebrate the 

holidays.  
 

In 2008, four years after starting Sugar Plums, a 

holiday decorating service, Coleen was chosen as part 

of the prestigious team of decorators to deck the halls 

of the White House for Christmas. This experience 

fueled Coleenôs interest in the history of holiday 

decorating at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue and was the 

inspiration to write her book.    

 

The book is also the perfect marriage of Coleenôs two 

interests, decorating and politics. Coleen became the 

youngest person to hold elective office in the history of 

Pennsylvania when she was elected the Township 

Supervisor of Upper Makefield Township.  

 

She has worked as a television producer covering such 

historic events as the Oklahoma City bombing, the OJ 

Simpson Trial and the tragic events of 9/11.  Coleen 

and her husband live with their three children in Glen 

Ridge, NJ. 

 

Watch for your invitation in the mail and please plan to 

join us in celebrating another successful year for the 

Auxiliary. Information about the luncheon can be found 

on the Auxiliary website, www.ohaux.org . 

 

COLEEN  CHRISTIAN  BURKE 
 TO BE FEATURED  AT ANNUAL  SPRING  LUNCHEON   
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    A LETTER  FROM THE  PRESIDENTS  
 

Dear Auxiliary Members, 

 

Itôs hard to believe Spring is finally here.  The snow has melted and much 

needed sunshine and warmer weather has arrived.  We have a lot of exciting 

news to report.  

 

The Executive Board voted to donate $177,000 to three important causes;  

The Caregivers Center, the Solarium for Oncology and Palliative Care. 

 

The Caregivers Center  will receive $150,000 towards their mission of providing a place for family caregivers to get 

useful information in a quiet  and relaxing environment. The Center will be located just off the main lobby of the 

hospital. The Solarium for Oncology will have a much needed makeover for family and patients who are dealing with 

cancer and need a place to gather and talk in a quiet setting. The Auxiliary is giving $25,000 towards the cost of new 

carpet, furniture, paint and fabric. Palliative Care will receive $2,000  to provide comfort baskets to assist family 

members caring for loved ones.  The baskets will contain creams, poems, blankets, CDs and  more. Each basket will be 

individually created for the patient. The Auxiliary Executive Committee has approved Palliative Care as an on-going 

Board Approved Activity and as such,  they will receive $2,000 per year to continue this project. 

 

Funding for these projects is made possible through the Auxiliary Gift Shop and Bloom and our Twigs who work 

tirelessly for the hospital.  We are successful because of our many dedicated volunteers; thank you so much for giving 

your time. 

 

The Nominating Committee has been very successful in filling the slate for the 2010-2012 Overlook Hospital Auxiliary 

Board.  We are excited about the new board and wish them all the best  as they lead this wonderful organization.   

 

The Spring Luncheon will be on May 14th at Canoe Brook Country Club and we hope to see many of you in attendance.  

Until then, enjoy the warming weather. 

 

Thank you, 

 
 Terry     Amanda 

 terryr655@msn.com  fordclan@verizon.net 

 

 

 H APPENINGS 

VOLUNTEER  BAKERS NEEDED  

As a way to show appreciation to the staff at Overlook Hospital a ñRenew Programò has been 

developed by the Foundation. Each month throughout the year a department at Overlook is selected 

to receive a basket of treats. The Auxiliary would like to participate to make this a success by 

offering home baked cookies to be included in the baskets.  In order to facilitate this, volunteers are 

needed. Whether you can bake one time or several times per year, we would be grateful for whatever 

commitment works with your schedule.      

 

If you are interested in volunteering to bake,  please contact Sue Thomas of the Foundation at 908-522-2841. 

 

Apologies to Tyler Farrand and 

Leigh Rosoff for misspelling their 

names in the Winter Pulse. 

 

2010 AUXILIARY  SPRING LUNCHEON 

 

       Friday, May 14th 

 

Canoe Brook Country Club 

The Auxiliary would like to thank Linda Johnson 

for the ñextraò donation included with her dues. 

 

 

Through random acts of kindness (i.e. hand massage, blessing of the hands, pet therapy, snack baskets) the 

RENEW Committee of Overlook Hospital has been busy since July showing our hard working employees how 

much they are appreciated. 

 

However, our newest initiative has become the most popular.  With the help of the Auxiliary, we have been able to 

RENEW our staff with fresh home baked cookies.  The cookies generate instant smiles.  The words THANK 

YOUéjust cannot cover the delight I witness upon delivering your delicious baked goods!  In the past few months 

we have shared these treats with the staff of the Emergency Department, Rehab Services, Dietary Office, ICU, 

4AB, 5AB, 9CD and 10CD. 

 

On behalf of the staff and members of the RENEW committee, thanks for creating such a special and delicious 

way to help our staff feel appreciated.  Special thanks to Amanda Ford, Corrie Thomas, Scharmagne Volovich, 

Allison Kenney and all of the unnamed flour drenched bakers working behind the scenes on our behalf.  Thank 

you, thank you, thank you! 

 

Susan M. Thomas R.N. 

Director, Donor Relations and Stewardship, Overlook Hospital Foundation.  

THANK  YOU - THANK  YOU - THANK  YOU! 

Rebecca Blackwell-Hafner - NYU 

Alyssa Ericksen  - University of  South Carolina 

Rebecca Laracy - Johns Hopkins University 

Heena Patel - Villanova University 

Monique Reyes  - Mountainside Hospital School of Nursing 

 

ñ...I am honored to be one of the recipients of the Auxiliaryôs Scholarship.  Your support of my education at 

NYU will help me immensely, and I am so thankful.  I am excited too for my future at Overlook Hospital, and 

eagerly look forward to becoming part of the reputable nursing team there.ò  

         

        Most Sincerely Yours, 

        Rebecca Blackwell-Hafner 

SCHOLARSHIP  RECIPIENTS  



PULSE 6 3 PULSE Spring 2010 Spring 2010 

TWIG H APPENINGS 

SU Twig #1 

SU Twig #5 

On Saturday, the 8th of May, Highlawn Pavilion will be the setting for an evening of dining and dancing. 

Summit Twig #5 will host a celebration honoring Dr. John and Alice Gregory for their many years of 

dedication and commitment to patients and their families at Overlook Hospital. 

 

If you would like to be part of this evening, contact Michele Cameron of Atlantic Hospice at 201-572-9301. 

The Auxiliary bids a fond farewell to good friend Sandi Goerner as she lends her expertise now to the 

Neuroscience Center.  Thank you Sandi for all of your hard work behind the scenes. 

 

The Auxiliary will never forget you.  We will  miss you dearly but are thrilled as you expand your horizons. 

 

D & D International Jewelry  

and Appreciation Events Sale 

 
Friday,  September 17 

10:00 am ï 5:00 pm 

Wallace Auditorium 

 

Sponsored by SH Twig #27 

 

2010 Holiday Boutique 

 
 

Tuesday,  December 7 

9:00 am ï 5:00 pm 

Wallace Auditorium 

 

Sponsored by SH Twig #27 

 

2010 Employee, Staff  & 

Volunteer Holiday Reception 

 
Friday,  December 10 

10:00 am ï 4:00 pm 

Wallace Auditorium 

 

Sponsored by SU Twig #21 

AUXILIARY  
SAVE THE  DATES 

 

Jones New York 

Coat Sale 

 
Monday,  October 18 

8:00 am ï 5:00 pm 

Wallace Auditorium  

 

Sponsored by SH Twig #17 

Twig members 

pictured left to 

r ight: Lenore 

F o r d ,  R u t h 

R o s e n s w e i g , 

Dorothy Moxley  

with Cindy Smith 

from MTF. 

The Donate Life Committee is 

once again preparing for the 

National Donate Life Month in 

April.  This is a national event to 

educate and promote awareness of 

organ and tissue donation. 

 

With the support and encouragement of the 

Overlook Hospital Auxiliary and the New Jersey 

Sharing Network, the Donate Life Committee has 

asked the Mayors of the 10 towns surrounding 

Overlook Hospital to issue proclamations 

designating April as DONATE  LIFE MONTH . 

 

In 1995 when SU Twig #1 began its efforts, 42,000 

people in the United States were waiting for an 

organ transplant.  Today nationally 105,000 people 

are on the waiting list.  In New Jersey alone 4,500 

people are waiting for a transplant. 

 

In January members of our committee visited the 

Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation (MTF) in 

Edison.  Since 1987 MTF has recovered tissue 

from over 60,000 persons and distributed  two 

million plus grafts.  One tissue donor can improve 

the lives of 50 or more people. 

In February, the committee visited the ñnewò New 

Jersey Sharing Network headquarters in New 

Providence.  The Network has developed a 

curriculum guide for high school teachers to 

educate students about organ and tissue donation.  

The Donate Life Committee is proud to be a part of 

the New Jersey Sharing Network in itôs education 

of others. 

 

For further information, please contact 

Chairwoman Lenore Ford at 973-984-2174 or 

Auxiliary Business Manager, Madonna Lee at 908-

522-2004.  

A FOND   TO A GOOD FRIEND  


